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CHAPTER1I:
GENERAL INTRODUCTION

For nearly two years and especially
after the fall of Kassem on Febru-
ary 8, 1963, the international press
has been writing about a harsh war
being fought in Iraki Kurdistan be-
tween the Kurdish people and the
Baghdad government. If the Europe-
an reader is more or less well inform-
ed about these events, it seems, on
the other hand, that the Kurdish na-
tional question is on the whole un-
known to the broad masses of Africa,
Asia and Latin America. Although
far from having reached its greatest
dimensions, this very complex ques-
tion is alreary, however, of great im-
portance, because it conerns the fut-
ure of an oppressed nation, its re-
lations with neighbouring nations,
the future of the Middle East and of
peace in that region. Before discus-
sing present events, it is therefore
necessary to situate the Kurdish pro-
blem in its geographic and historical
context, although the length of this
booklet only permits a rapid survey.

Who are the Kurds?

The Kurdish people are one of the
most numerous of western Asia and
perhaps the most ancient. The 4na-
basis, the Greek classic of Xeno-
phon, written in 401 B.C., speaks of

the Kurdish people under the name
of “Kardu,” and locates them in the
same country as today, mainly in the
valley of the upper Tigris and Zab
rivers. The Kurds had been in this
area well before then. After Xeno-
phon, nearly 11 centuries passed be-
fore the Moslem Arabs arrived in
Syria and Irak, and it was 15 centu-
ries before the first Turks arrived in
the country that was to become
Turkey. Despite all the invasions of
Kurdistan and western Asia, the
Kurds maintained intact their lan-
guage and their national characteris-
tics, thanks to their fierce attachment
to their independence and to the
mountainous nature of their coun-
try. 1
The Kurds are a people of Indo-
European origin and speak an in-
dependent language of the Aryan or
Iranian family, related to Persian.
Ethnically and linguistically, the re-
lations between Kurds, Persians and
Afghans are comparable to those
that exist between Italians, French-
men, Spaniards, Catalans and Por-
tuguese, or between Russians and
Poles. The Kurds are considered the

1 See Encyclopédie de I'Islam and En-
cyclopedia Britannica, articles “Kurdes”
and “Kurdistan.”
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Kurds estimate around 18 million.
Cautious observers in Europe put
forward a total figure of 9 to 10 mil-
lion. We believe that their number is
around 13 million. The evidence in
this respect cannot be reproduced
here because of lack of space. Of

Area of

this figure, there- are’ six million irf

Turkish Kurdistan, 4.5 million in
Iranian Kurdistan and two million
in Iraki Kurdistan. If the number of
Kurds in Syria and the U.S.S.R.
were added, one has the following
table:

Country thal area Total Kurdish  Per cent
in km?2 Kurdistan population  population  of pop.
Turkey - 760,000 220,000 26,000,000 6,000,000 - 23%
Iran 1,600,000 180,000 21,000,000 4,500,000 219
lral.( 440,000 80,000 6,500,000 2,000,000 30% -
Syria 170,000 20,000 5,000,000 400,000 8%
US.S.R. — — — 150,000 —
Kurdistan 500,000 13,000,000

Physically, the Kurds are people
of greater than average height, thin,
and of great endurance. Rarely have
an oppressed people been more slan-
dered by their oppressors and by
imperialism than the Kurdish people.
Rather than speak of a people, the
oppressors of the Kurds prefer to
use the term “‘Kurdish tribes” when
they do not purely and simply deny
the existence of a distinct Kurdish
nationality. They call the Kurdish
national liberation movement a
“movement of banditry.” They claim
that the Kurds are an agglomeration
of “tribes without national conscio-
usness,” ‘“‘semi-nomad” and “war-
like,” that Kurdistan is a ‘“poor”
country and that it could not be
economically self-sufficient. The tru-
th is quite different. Economically,
exploited Kurdistan plays the role
of a milchcow: for the States ‘that

divide it up. Ninety per cent of Iraki
oil, a large part of Iranian oil and
the little oil exploited so far in Tur-
key flow from Kurdish regions. The
other mineral resources of Kurdistan
are still generally untouched. Kurdi-
stan supplies Irak, fran and Turkey
with its wood, tobacco, cereals and
fruits, water and herds of livestock.
The Jazira region is the breadbasket
of Syria. The Kurds are a sedentary
people, 75 per cent of whose number
are peasants, who very often are also
herdsmen, and 25 per cent urban
dwellers. There are scores of Kurdish
cities of 10 to 150 thousand inhabit-
ants, such as, in Turkey, Diyarbekir,
Van, Bitlis, Siirt, Mardin, Maden,
Ourfa, Malatya, Erzerum, Erzinjan,
Bayezid; in Iran, Khoy, Oshnu,
Mahabad, Sakkiz, Sanendaj, Kir-
manshah, Kasre-Shirin, Khurran-
Abad; in ‘Irak, Sulaimani, Erbil,
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A ,Made in Kurdistan" mine before being tried out.
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self-determination, by a union freely
agreed upon; but the Arabs, or some
of them, are asked to rid themselves
of the idea they have inherited from
British ‘imperialism of considering
Iraki Kurdistan as an Arab country
and an integral part of the Arab
fatherland.. Even if it be united in
a United Arab Republic, Kurdistan
is and will remain a Kurdish coun-
try, and it will never be an Arab
country. ‘

During this time the climate. de-
teriorated in Baghdad, the negotia-
tions were on the point of rupture.
The economic blockade of Kurdis-
tan had already been re-established.
To the 3,000 political prisoners who
had not been liberated after the
putsch, many of them members of
the D.P.K., others were added. The
Kurdish negotiators were under sur-
veillance and lost their immunity.
And even more serious, Baghdad was
concentrating troops in the principal
Kurdish towns in the plains, parti-
cularly at Kirkuk!16,

On April 24, while the Iraki Gov-

. ernment kept silent, the Kurdish del-

egation in Baghdad published the
text of a memorandum which had
been submitted that same day to
that government, presenting the
Kurdistan demands.

16 On April 15th, the Soviet trade union
newspaper Trud, commented on rumours,
according to which, the Iraqi Government
was preparing to launch an attack against
the Kurdish insurgents. (A.F.P., Le Monde,
April 16, Paris.)

The Kurdish Plan

The Kurdish plan provided for a
central Iraki Government for the en-
tirety of Irak, and a “national ap-
paratus” to govern the autonomous
territory of Kurdistan, within. the
framework of Irak. This apparatus
was to include a freely elected Kurd-
ish legislative assembly and an exe-
cutive council appointed by the as-
sembly and answerable to it. The
central government would be respon-
sible for the following matter: Chief-
of-State, foreign affairs, national de-
fence, finance, oil industry, customs,
ports and international airports, pos-
tal, telegraph and telephone services,
citizenship, organization of the na-
tional budget, supervision of central
radio and television stations, and
atomic energy. This list is definitive.
The Kurdish authorities will be re-
sponsible for the following affairs
within the boundaries of Kurdistan:
law, the judiciary, internal affairs,
schools and education, public health,
agriculture, tobacco, townships, la-
bour, social affairs, economic deve-
lopment, agriculture, and all matters
not specifically entrusted to the cen-
tral government. Kurdistan’s part in
the central government and admin-
istration would be proportionate to
the size of population compared to
the population of entire Irak.

Kurdish national revenues would
be provided by: 1) local resources,
taxes and levies payable to Kurdi-
stan; 2) a share proportionate to the
population of Kurdistan in relation
to the total number of inhabitants of

27
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